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AMERICAN ACADEMY NOTES, 



No. i. CHARLES M. KURTZ. 1881. 



Mr. Henry Blackburn's illustrated "Academy Notes" upon the annual 
exhibitions of the Royal Academy of England have been received with such 
great favor on both sides of the Atlantic, as to encourage the belief that 
"Notes" somewhat similar in character, devoted to the annual exhibitions 
of the American National Academy, would meet with like approval. 

As has been well said, "Pictorial notes, however slight, leave an 
impression upon the mind which words are powerless to convey;" and 
when, as in this case, the illustrations are exact reproductions of drawings 
by the artists themselves, they are of especial interest and value. 

The notes have been written with a view of describing the pictures, rather 
than of criticising them. When a brief description of a picture, or a quota- 
tion from a legend, or poem, or passage of history will add to the complete- 
ness of the story it tells, it is valuable to have such means of information 
conveniently at hand. This information American Academy Notes is 
designed to supply. It is not a catalogue, but an independent supplement 
to the official catalogue. The endeavor has been to give a fair idea of the 
most noteworthy of the pictures exhibited, and it is hoped that the work 
may prove of value not only to those who visit the Academy, but to others 
interested in American art. It will also serve as a. permanent record of the 
Exhibition of 1 88 1. 

The author is thankful to the artists represented, for their encouragement, 
and kindness in furnishing the engravings. 

No. 14 Gramercy Park, New York, March 21st, 1881. 



